
hales are sighted in greatest 

numbers along the Clarence W Coast during the months of 

August and September. However as 

numbers of whales grow there are 

increased sightings from May, as the 

season for the trek north begins. The last 

whales making their return journey can be 

spotted as late as November.

The larger whales are mostly Humpbacks 

(up to 45 tonnes) or Southern Right 

Whales (up to 80 tonnes) and they are on 

their annual migration from their feeding 

grounds in Antarctic waters.

“Having left the cold water feeding 

grounds rich in their main food source, the 

shrimp-like krill, they are heading for 

warmer waters to calve and mate.

“During their migration, whales can come 

quite close to the coastline.

The easiest way to spot the whales is by 

looking for their spout of water which can 

be seen from a long distance.

There are many vantage points, 

headlands and lookouts along the 

Clarence Coast to use for whale spotting. 

At Station Creek, Diggers Headland, 

Minnie Water, Brooms Head, Shelley 

Headland, Pilot Hill or Pippi Beach in 

Yamba, Iluka Bluff or Woody Head are 

some great viewing places.

Vessel-based whale watching is popular 

in NSW. Unl ike Hervey Bay in 

Queensland where whales are resting 

with new-born calves, most humpback 

whales in NSW waters are actively 

migrating, so any impact by vessels either 

deliberately or other, has the potential to 

affect these animals.

Continued over...
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Humpback whale (Megaptera novaengliae)

Hunted to the brink of extinction earlier this century, the stocky humpback is making a 
comeback. It is often observed “breaching”, launching its 45-tonne bulk almost completely 
out of the water. Its coastal migration makes it a relatively easy species for whale watchers 
to see.

The humpback is one of the most easily recognised whales with its long pectoral fin 
(flipper). During migration humpbacks sing complex sequences which can last from a few 
moments to almost an hour although it is thought only male humpbacks sing and only 
during the breeding season.

Southern Right Whale (Eubalaena australis)

Because these slow-swimming whales come inshore to breed and calve, give a high oil 
yield and have long, springy baleen (used as corset stays, skirt hoops and buggy whips) 
they were the first to be hunted from Australian shore stations. They were driven 
dangerously close to extinction in the 19th century, but are now beginning to be seen again. 
The distinctive patterns of wart-like growths, or callosities, on their heads identify 
individuals.

(16m, 45 tonnes)

(17m, 80 tonnes)

The two whale species most commonly sighted along the Clarence Coast are the
“humpback” and the “southern right whale”.
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