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along the

The two whale species most commonly sighted along the Clarence Coast are the
“humpback” and the “southern right whale”.

Humpback whale (Megaptera novaengliae) (16m, 45 tonnes

Hunted to the brink of extinction earlier this century, the stocky humpback is making a
comeback. Itis often observed “breaching”, launching its 45-tonne bulk almost completely

out of the water. Its coastal migration makes it a relatively easy species for whale watchers
tosee.

The humpback is one of the most easily recognised whales with its long pectoral fin
(flipper). During migration humpbacks sing complex sequences which can last from a few
moments to almost an hour although it is thought only male humpbacks sing and only
during the breeding season.

Southern Right Whale (Eubalaena australis) (17m, 80 tonnes)

Because these slow-swimming whales come inshore to breed and calve, give a high oil
yield and have long, springy baleen (used as corset stays, skirt hoops and buggy whips)
they were the first to be hunted from Australian shore stations. They were driven
dangerously close to extinction in the 19th century, but are now beginning to be seen again.
The distinctive patterns of wart-like growths, or callosities, on their heads identify
individuals.
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